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4,000 PETITIONS TO KEEP PATHOLOGY IN PUBLIC HANDS TO BE HANDED TO CEO OF BENDIGO HOSPITAL
PRIOR TO BOARD MEETING ON 30 JUNE 2011
OVER 100 DOCTORS IN BENDIGO AND DISTRICT HAVE ADDED THEIR VOICES IN SUPPORT

Where: Bendigo Pathology Arnold Street Bendigo

Date: Thursday 30 June 2011

Time: 11.30 am 

More than 100 GPs and Specialists in Bendigo and surrounding districts have provided letters of support to the campaign to keep public pathology services in Bendigo at the Bendigo Hospital. 
This is in addition to more than 4000 petitions that have been signed by members of the Bendigo community supporting the retention of the pathology service at Bendigo Hospital and opposing the possible contracting out of services by the Board.
The petitions and doctors letters will be handed to the CEO of the hospital ahead of the meeting of the Board of Bendigo Health on 30 June 2011. 
Jayne Paynter, convener of the Bendigo Pathology Action Group, said that it was heartening for the staff of Bendigo Pathology to hear personal stories from patients, and how much patients appreciate the pathology service.
“The support of the Bendigo community for the hospital pathology service has been overwhelming” Ms Paynter said.
Comments from the doctors include:

The Bendigo pathology department is an invaluable team of great experience providing a top class service …the hub of a centre of excellence 

The privatisation of large and medium-sized public laboratories is …rarely satisfactory … it is likely, due to financial pressure, to result in a reduction of service levels and standards.

Contact: Dr Rosemary Kelly on 0418 543 683 
Authorised by Rosemary Kelly, Executive Officer, Level 1, 62 Lygon Street, Carlton South
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